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hand.    On the 27th we marched to Athlone, and encamped in .a very bad position on the east side of the town.
During the night an express had arrived giving an account of the defeat of General Lake at Castlebar. General Lake upon his arrival at Galway found that General Hutchinson had already marched with such force as he could assemble towards the enemy. General Lake therefore took post and reached Castlebar about 11 P.M., much fatigued with constant travelling. At 5 A.M. information was received of the approach of the French. At seven the detachment was attacked. On the previous morning General Hutchinson had detached the Kerry Kegiment of Militia to Foxford to watch that road, but he seems to have totally neglected the mountain road by which the French marched. There was, however, sufficient notice of their approach for the troops to get under arms. Our artillery had at first considerable effect, and seemed to check the enemy; but the Longford and Kilkenny Militia upon receiving a very trifling fire gave way. The rest followed their example.; no efforts of the Generals or officers could stop them; the flight was universal and disgraceful. They reached Hollymount before they could be stopped. Nine pieces of cannon, ammunition, &c., fell into the hands of the enemy. Our force at Castlebar was about 11 oo men. The fault committed by General Hutchinson was that of approaching so near to the enemy with such troops, and when he did approach them not being sufficiently vigilant. His position was, I am told, also bad. If, however, the regiments had behaved decently he would by all accounts have beaten the French, who acknowledge having lost above 100 men. Many of the Longford and Kilkenny Militia deserted to the enemy during the action; others engaged with them after being taken prisoners. Eeports prevailed in the course of the day we reached Athlone that the French had advanced to Hollymount and had again beaten General Lake. No letter since the ist has been received from him, and as the accounts of the French force or of the rebels who had joined were extremely vague,